
 

 

Invasive Plant List 

 
The City of Shaker Heights is dedicated to maintaining our tree canopy and green spaces. Besides 
our beautiful tree lined streets, our City is fortunate to contain parklands which include a number of 
lakes, Shaker Nature Center, as well as other greenspaces, many of which border the Doan Brook. 
The proximity to these natural areas offer our residents unique experiences, but also come with 
unique responsibilities. Our dedication to sustainable practices includes protecting these natural 
areas.  
 
One of the significant threats to these spaces are invasive plant species. Invasive plant species have 
spread into our parklands, reducing biodiversity, interrupting natural cycles, and threatening the 
long-term health of these spaces and the species that depend on these natural areas. Because many 
of us in the watershed contribute to the health, or damage to these ecosystems, the City of Shaker 
would like to encourage all of our residents to adopt certain best-practice landscaping to protect our 
beautiful natural spaces. Our do-not-plant list is an attempt to offer an educational primer of plants 
to avoid in our gardens and yards.  We encourage residents to use these resources and join in our 
city's efforts to improve the health of our green spaces.  
 
The list of trees, shrubs and plants below are all species that are targeted statewide as the most 
invasive plants in Ohio’s natural areas and the most difficult to control. Invasive plants can crowd 
out native plants that provide food for insects and wildlife, thus reducing biodiversity. 
 
Many invasive plants are hosts to invasive pests that can destroy other native plant species. The 
information in this list comes from various reputable sources: The Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources; The Ohio Invasive Plants Council; and the Ohio Department of Agriculture. 
 

Ohio Invasive Plants Council: Ohio Invasive Plants Council - HOME - OHIO INVASIVE PLANT COUNCIL 

ODNR: Search For Species | Ohio Department of Natural Resources 

Ohio Department of Agriculture: Invasive & Noxious Plants 

https://www.oipc.info/
https://ohiodnr.gov/discover-and-learn/animals/search-for-species/search-for-species?plant=Invasive%20Plants
https://agri.ohio.gov/divisions/plant-health/invasive-pests/invasive-and-noxious-plants


Latin Name Common Name
Achyranthes japonica Japanese chaff flower
Ailanthus altissima tree of heaven
Alliaria petiolata garlic mustard
Ampelopsis brevipedunculata porccelainberry
Arthraxon hispidus small carpgrass
Azolla pinnate pinnate mosquitofern
Berberis thunbergii Japanese barberry
Berberis vulgaris common barberry
Bromus inermis smooth bromegrass
Butomus umbellatus flowering rush
Celastrus orbiculatus Asian or Oriental bittersweet
Centaurea stoebe ssp. Micranthos spotted knapweed
Cirsium arvense Canada thistle
Conium maculatum poison hemlock
Dioscora polystachya (batatas) air potato
Dipsacus fullonum common teasel
Dispsacus laciniatus cutleaf teasel
Egeria densa Brazilian Waterweed
Eichhornia azurea anchored water hyacinth
Elaeagnus angustifolia Russian olive
Elaeagnus umbellata autum olive
Epilobium hirsutum hairy willow herb
Euonymus alatus burning bush
Euonymus fortunei wintercreeper
Fallopia (Polygonum) sachalinensegiant knotweed
Fallopia (Polygonum) x bohemica bohemian knotweed
Fallopia japonica Japanese knotweed
Ficaria verna lesser celandine
Frangula alnus glossy buckthorn
Heracleum mantegazzianum giant hogweed
Hesperis matronlis dame's rocket
Hydrilla verticillata hydrilla
Hydrocharis morsus-ranae European frog-bit
Hygrophila polysperma Indian swampweed
Ipomoea purpurea morning glory
Iris pseudacorus yellow flag iris
Lagarosiphon major African oxygen weed
Ligustrum vulgare common privet
Limnophila sessiliflora Asian marshweed
Lonicera japonica Japanese honeysuckle
Lonicera maackii amur honeysuckle
Lonicera tatarica tatarian honeysuckle
Loniera morrowii morrow's honeysuckle
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Lythrum salicaria purple loosestrife
Lythrum virgatum European wand loosestrife
Marsilea quadrifolia European water-clover
Melilotus alba white sweet clover
Melilotus officinalis yellow sweet clover
Microstegium vimineum Japanese stiltgrass
Miscanthus sinensis Chinese silvergrass
Monochoria hastata arrowleaf false pickerelweed
Monochoria vaginalis heartshape false pickerelweed
Morus alba white mulberry
Myriophyllum aquaticum parrotfeather'
Myriophyllum spicatum eurasin water-milfoil
Najas minor brittle waternymph
Nymphoides peltata yellow floating hair
Ottelia alismoides duck lettuce
Pastinaca sativa wild parsnip
Patamogeton crispus curly-leaved pondweed
Paulownia tomentosa princess tree
Persicaria perfoliata mile-a-minute
Phalaris arundinacea reed canary grass
Phellodendron amurense amur corktree
Phragmites australis common reed
Pistia stratiotes water lettuce
Potamogeton crispus curly pondweed
Pueraria montana var. lobate kudzu
Pyrus calleryana callery pear
Ranunculus ficaria fig buttercum, lesser celandine
Rhammus cathartica common buckthorn
Rosa multiflora multiflora rose
Sagittaria sagittifolia arrowhead
Salix fragilis crack willow
Salvinia minima common salvinia
Salvinia molesta giant salvinia
Saponaria officinalis bouncing bet
Sparganium erectum simple bur-reed
Stratiotes aloides water soldier
Trapa natans water chestnut
Tripidium ravennae ravenna grass
typha angustifolia narrow-leaved cattail
Typha x glauca hydrid cattail
Ulmus pumila Siberian elm
Vincetoxicum nigrum black dog-strangling vine, black swallowwort

Sources: Ohio Department of Agriculture, Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources and the Ohio Invasive Plants Council
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