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Bl oodgood Tuttl e, one of many Shaker 
Heights arch i tects who ha s contri­
buted to the City ' s diverse heritage , 
designed 36 homes in Shaker Heights, 
including tv10 groups of "demonstra­
tion homes" for the Van Sweringen 
Company. These homes were commi ­
ss ioned to demonstrate the type , 
st yl e and quality of homes appro­
pr iate to early Shaker He ights . 
"Bu ilt of stucco , brick, stone , 
wood, s l ate and copper var iously 
used; they are pl anned for their 
locations and set the standard for 
devel opments of their neighborhoods." 
The homes were promoted through a 
se rie s of advertisements i n 
Cl evel and magazines . 

Tuttl e ' s "demonstrat ion homes" were 
constructed in 1924 and were l ocated 
on Van Aken Blvd,--one group of five 
near Southington Road and the other 
group of four near Parkland Drive. 

Another Shaker home featured i n 
a 1928 i ssue of Arts & Decoration 
magazine was Tuttl e's Shaker 
Village "Ship House" on Falmouth 
Road. The livi ng room wa s designed 
around a 90 gun ship-of-the- line 
which measured 44inches high f rom 
keel to mast tip. 

Tu ttl e was al so a great beli ever 
in "renovization" . In 1933 he 
told t he Bu ildi ng Construct i on 
Institute tha t "ni nety percent of 
all buildings in Cl eveland should 
either be razed or renovized, and 
such renov i zation should be thor­
ough and compl ete , not mere 
'paint- pot renovizing'." 

roofs. So, off comes the roof and 
in its place we put a s imple roof 
with simpl e dormers and a simple 
Colon ial Cornice." 

Tuttle finished hi s art i cl e 
"To Stimul ate Renovizat ion" by 
suggesting some changes to the 
front porch . 

" Perhaps it 1-.Jas a 11 r ight back 
in those more l e i sure ly days but 
ti mes have changed . These are 
automobi l e days , and we want a 
porch or terrace away from the 
no i se and gasoli ne fumes and 
look ing into the peace and qui et 
of the garden. And so vanishes 
the old porch, l eav ing t he house 
ca l m and sedate, stripped of all 
its gi ngerbread ." 

Li ttle i s known about Tuttle' s 
li fe . He was born in 1880 and died 
about 1936 in Cl evel and. He was 
a member of the Beaux Arts Society 
of Architecture and the Cl evel and 
Chapter of the Amer i can Institute 
of Arch itect s. In addition to 
homes , he de signed the Kreiger 
Offi ce Bu ilding in Cl evel and and 
Court House i n Midl and, Mi chigan . 

Walking Tours 
The Self-Guided Walking Tou rs 
are des igned to prov ide a l ook 
at Bl oodgood Tutt l e ' s work i n 
Shaker Heights . They cover all 
three major traditional s ty l es . 
Look for symmetry , s i mp le forms , 
shallow gabled, gambr·el, or hi pped 
roof s , sid i ng , fi el dstone or 
brick on Coloni al s . Engli sh 
design emphasizes asymmetry , ha s 
a vari ety of windows, st eep gables 
and more stone, stucco , and bri ck 
tapestry work. French homes 
typi cally have br·i ck or s tucco 
pa i nted in light colors with 
steep hip roofs and romantic 
elements such as turrets . 

Each neighborhood tou r has a 
suggested starting po i nt , but i s 
laid out i n a l oop so t hat one 
may start at any point withi n a 
route . You may choose one or two 
t o walk, or many to bicycle . This 
i s a tour of exteriors only; so as 
a courtesy to the property owner, 
pl ease remain on the sidewalk or 
street when viewing a home . 






