
Van Sweringen 
Demonstration Houses 

in the 
South ·Woodland Group 

In 1924 , t h e Van Swerin ge n Comp any 
commisioned a r ch i tect Philip Small t o desig n 
fiv e homes demonstrating the type , style and 
quality o f homes appropri ate t o early Shaker 
H e i g h t s . Th e h o rn e s we r e p r om o t e d t h r o u g h a 
series o f advertisements in Cleveland 
ma gaz in es . Porti o ns o f s o me o f the a ds ar e 
reprinted inside. 

Building permit s we r e i ssued for all 
fiv e h omes , whi c h are on o r near So uth 
Wo odland Head , on Ju ne 19, 1924 . Edward 
Fo l ey was the b ui lder, and th e e stimated 
construct ion cost o f each was $50 , 000 , with 
the ex ce pti o n o f 3 158 Harl ey Road , a t 
$35 , 000. Brick and s tu cco were the basic 
b u i 1 d i n g m a t e r i a 1 s ; r o o f i n g ..,, a s o f woo d 
shingles. Ma n y of the h o uses r etain their 
orig i nal roofs today . 

Th ree additional groups o f 
" Demonstrat i o n Hom es ' were built by the Van 
Sweringe n Company in 1924 . Two gro up s o n Van 
Aken Boul eva rd were des i gned by architect 
Bl oo d good Tutt l e , and the l ast and la rge s t 
g r oup , by Howe l 1 and Th omas, is o n 
Parkl a nd Drive . 

In June of 1983 all 
2 1 " Demons t ration Homes" were 
designated as Shaker He ights 
landm arks by the Shaker 
Heights La ndmark 
and Ci ty Cour.c il. 
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cA_ristocratic Old Euclid cA_vetztte 
Has Cjiverz WaJ1 to cS011t/J Woodlarzd 

Corner of Fc1/mo 11tl. a11d South Woodln11d. Philip Small, ,J,, l,itect, 

I,z the Cl11b JJection of 
c3haker Village "Built of stucco , bri ck , 

stucco , v10od , slate and 
copper , vari ously u sed ; 
they are planned for their 
location s an d set the 
standard for the devel op­
ments of their neighbor­
hoods ." 

~ghJ Wide and Handsome ... /' 
T his ir prob11b~)' th<' Jirfl time )'OIi ·,·e errr hc,,nl th,11 
old phm.11' applit'fl lo n home, l,111 1/'e me it hcc,11,cr 
it 's 11 /Jl'lfrfl dcscnj,tio11 of the ho11H· ,,t 19910 South 
W oodla11d, a t Ftd111011th 'i{_oa d , Slu,kcr Vi/1,,ge. 

·ff 

c5)ztnshine~ beauty and 
room to live in 

eY011th f1T7oocllr111d 
c7t F c1l1t2011t/7 Roc?d 



Walking Tour 
September 25, 1983 

J [D [IJ ... [[J OJ A, S out h Woodland 
r 

0 -
0 >l 

~ (s) (4) 
- - >, 

,.. 
Q) ~ 

Q) a ..c: -<Jl 0 +> >, 
bl) bl) ~ Q) 
A +> 0 -.... A a ·- ,.. 

::s:: 
I~ - I 31 0 

I------' .___ aS )1 
lz,; ~ -- (Y~= -
Marchmont '-7 

0 19 600 Sout h Woodlan d Road - exte ri o r only 
(3 076 Kings l ey Road) 

® 19700 South Woodland Road - e xte rior only 

© 3158 Mo r l ey Road 

0 20000 South Woodl a nd Road 

® 199 10 So ut h Wood l a nd Road - PR ES ENTAT I ON 
OF PLAQU ES AND REFRES HM ENTS 

Th e t o u r wil l vi ew the fi ve Van 
Swer i nge n Demo nstra ti o n Hom e s in t he So u t h 
Wood l and gro u p , beg in n in g with 1 9600 So u t h 
Wood l and (3076 Kin gs l ey ). Th e fi rst t wo 
h o ;n e s w i 1 1 b e s e e n f r om t h e e x t e r i o r o n 1 y . 
The o wn e rs of the remai ni ng thr ee wi l 1 walk 
the group th ro ug h the ma in a r eas o f t he i r 
hom e s. As a cons i dera ti o n to the ow n e rs, 
please r e mai n with th e gr o u p and f o llow the 
de s ired r o ute . 

Shaker Heights La ndmark Commi ss i on, 1983 


