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Tree Advisory Board Minutes
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2025
 4 P.M.
City Hall- Conference Room B 


Members Present:	Nancy Moore, Council Chair
			Tim Kalan, Citizen Member
			Reid Coffman, Citizen Member
			John Barber, Citizen Member
			Judy Hall, Citizen Member
			Nicole McCall, Citizen Member
			Austin McGuan, Citizen Member
			
			
												
Others Present:		David Weiss, Mayor
			Kara O’Donnell, Principal Planner 
			Chuck Orlowski, Asst. Director of Public Works
			Robert Pappas, Forestry Superintendent
			Chad Britnall, Smith Group 
Bill Gruber, Director of Law
Mark Bank, Law Clerk
			Megan Sakacs, Recording Assistant, Public Works 


The meeting was called to order by Council Chair Nancy Moore at 4:04 P.M.

		
Approval of the August 12, 2025, Meeting Minutes
Council Chair Moore asked if there were any questions, changes, or additions to the August 12, 2025, minutes. 

Discussion was had, conclusion was to add “Committee provided feedback to Law Director, Bill Gruber.”

Citizen Member Tim Kalan made a motion.  Citizen Member Reid Coffman seconded it, and the motion was approved.  

Heritage Tree Award Presentation- 
Mayor Weiss presented the 2025 Heritage Tree Awards to Stephan Wang of 18423 Newell Road for his Red Oak and to Blake and Lauren Yoho of 3561 Townley Road for their Swamp White Oak. 

Forester’s Report
Robert Pappas, Forestry Superintendent of Public Works
Forester Pappas provided his Forester’s report following the meeting due to time constraints. 

Forester Pappas provided the following information
	-2,050 trees pruned this year.  1,869 by Public Works, 181 by contractor 
	- 382 trees removed this year.  172 by Public Works, 210 by contractor 
	-441 trees planted this year.  327 by Public Works 114 privately
	-11 street miles of trees pruned by Public Works

Public Works will use the HUTC Grant funds starting this fall for Young Tree Training.  This will be approximately 646 young trees getting their first pruning.  

Public Works has recently hired two (2) new staff members, plus are waiting for a new forestry truck.  This will help us in trying to reach our goals with the five (5) year Master Tree Plan.  

Forester Pappas also mentioned that Public Works crews are currently pruning the Menlo, Pennington, Ludgate, and Hildana neighborhoods until the start of oak season.  

Chairperson’s Report 
Nancy Moore, Council Chair
Chairwoman Moore discussed the upcoming events, which are the

December 9, 2025- Reid Coffman, along with his students at Kent State University Landscape Design students will present their project ideas for a native garden to be installed at Grow not Mow Site 3.  This event is a collaboration between the Public Works Department, Tree Advisory Board, and Kent State.

2025 Annual Report to the Mayor- Chairperson Moore asked for any comments they would like included before the final draft is sent to Mayor Weiss.  Councilperson Moore will send the draft report to all TAB members    

April 11, 2026- Workday at Grow not Mow Site 3 to plant a native garden and more new trees. 

2026 TAB Meeting Dates- February 10th (In-Person), April 14th (Virtual), August 11th (Virtual), November 10th (In-Person)

Lee Road, Proposed Landscape Concept
Lee Road south of Van Aken Boulevard to Scottsdale Boulevard will be reconstructed. Reconstruction will involve the replacement of the existing water main, water services, and fire hydrants. Other underground utility work will include installation of an additional sanitary sewer main, storm sewer work, and installation of a catch basin accommodate the new roadway configuration. Following the completion of the underground utility work, Lee Road will be narrowed from Chagrin Blvd. to the southern city limit to create a raised two-way cycle track along the west side of the roadway. The contractor's work will also involve the reconstruction of the sidewalks and driveway aprons to create planting beds and amenity areas. Nearly all the trees in the right-of-way along Lee Road between Van Aken Boulevard and Scottsdale Boulevard are honey locust trees. The trees were planted under the primary wires on both sides of the roadway and have begun to outgrow their planting space. The trees are planted too close to driveway aprons and above and below ground utilities. Additionally, the power company's pruning efforts have severely impacted the trees’ health and canopy. Knowing many of these existing trees are in decline and will be impacted by the underground utility work and reconstruction of the roadway, it is our recommendation to remove the existing trees to accommodate the reconstruction project. Public Works, the Planning Department, and the project engineers have worked together to create the attached proposed landscape concept. The proposed concept will increase the number of trees along Lee Road, select trees tolerant of the urban conditions, and plant the trees in locations that will minimize conflicts with above and below-ground utilities as outlined in the City's Master Street Tree Plan.

		
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:07 p.m. The next meeting will be on Tuesday, February 10, 2026, at 4:00 p.m. in Conference Room B at City Hall. 



__________________________________________
Nancy Moore, Chairperson
Tree Advisory Board
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